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HLSTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. VA-G24

FISHER-SEYHOUR HOUSE
Address: Zast cide of Houte 13, Accomac, Accomack County,
Virginia,
Present, Ownex: Mrs. George . Buck, Jr., ¢/0 Mrs. Samuel J. Ross,

Aecomac, Virginia.

P

Presenl Occupant: Wrs. Samuel J. Ross (moiher of ovmer)

Present Use: Regidence.
Brief Statement An example of the type of house on the Easiern

of Significance:  Shore of Virginia known es the Big House, Litile
douse, Colonnade, and Kitchen.

PART T, HISTORICAL INFORMATIOHN

£, Physical HHitory

1. Original and subsecuent owners: 1791, Dr. Fenwick
Fisher; 1816, Thomas R. Fisher; 1820, krs. illiam P, Custis;
1869, John V., Gillett; 1906, Judge Samuel T. Ross; 1924, Samuel
J. Ross for life, and then to his daughter Jane Custis Ross (now
Wrs. George T. Buek, Jr.).

2. Date of erection: D, Fenwick Fisher probably builtb
the smell kitchen end shorily after 1791 in order ito secure hig
deed. ILergest section was probably bullt about 1816 by Thomas
R. Fisher. o

3. HMobtes on alterations and additions: Small section
erected sboul 1791 and large section added sbout 1816, Several
intericr alierabticns and repalrs over the years. Oreatest allera-
vilon scems to have been to the interior of lLhe colonnade section.

4. Sources of infermatbion: Courtl records; present cccupant,
lirs, Ross; Zolpa T, Vhitelaw, Virginia's Eastern Shore. A Hisvory of
Horth Hampton and fccomack Counties, 2 vols. (Richmond: Virginia
Hisborical Society, 1951); old timers who have always lived in the
ares; pereonel inspeclion.

5. Historical Bvente Connected with Structure: It is tradi-~
tional that the small bullding in back of the house gerved as a
Post Offilce during the Civil %ar. Undersigned unsble to verify from
the Trecords,
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O, Supplemental lwwerigl: The following i1s publicity prepured
Tor Gearden Week in Virginla:

Yhevmour Housge is one of nunerous inbteresiing old homes situated in
the Court House Town of fecomac, forvmerly Drumondtown.  The history
this house doges back do ucpuembcr 286, 1791 =t which 1ime ihe

srustees of the fown of Drummond sold, fur two pounds snd fourtcen
shillings, two lots bo Femwick Wiﬁher; Docter of PhiSiCu, the terms
ot 019 reculring that 2 house be built on the lotg within lwo yesrs.
Dr. Fisher buily the u"all vest scoetion of the nouse Ho secwre his
teed and in cheracterisiic Eastern Shore fashion other scebions were
subseqguently sdded. Upon the ﬂﬂ?oh of Fenvick Flgher the properiy

Bl who in 1216 left it to his

was inherited by his son Thomas
Wllliam P. Custig, ond later wife
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£ Hugh G. Seymour {rom whom -
uarly in the Iwenilelh century the property was purchased by Judge
Sampuel T. Ross vhese grand-dasughter, irs, George T, Buek, Jr., now

ovne Seymour House, Iu ig the home of her mocher, [rs. Sanuel J. Ross.

The Seymour House 1s o long frame siructure frombing on Highway 13
One now enters the hcouse from the rear ond on this side are three
entrance porches, two of which retain the original arched plaster
geilings, the third is a ‘lean-to? behind the kitchen. The interior
wootwork is outsisnding with handsomely carved ménvels and dado in
both parleor and dining room. &n unusual L_cn¢uaxuu¢aﬂ feature is

2 colonnade room with gracefully arched ceiling, Origincl hardware
includes massive prass locks, delicate H and 1. cupboard hinges and
Jemb hooks to hold the fire tongs, Among the interesting furnishings
is an enormous wWalnul sea chest with heavy iron handles and lock;
this once belongad to an esrly member of the Custis family and

dates from sbout 1640,

iTn the rTear cof lhe house is an 0ld garden containing aine sguares
of encieni boxvwcood and et the end of the garden is fthe burial plot
of Doctor Fisgher's family. Among the mavkers is one for a son lost
ot sea and anobher for his daughter, Elizabeth Fisher, the tombsione
ingeription gbtating that she was the wiTe of William P. Custlis by
whose side she was duried buil making no mention of her sccond hus-
vand, Hugh G. Seymour.

"Elizabeth Fisher Cusbis Seymour, 'Miss DBebay' as she was called,
was a women of considerable wealth and it ig gaid that at a sale
following her death in 1864 two fuil deys were required for the
auchbion of her linens alone. An inventory of the items sold and
the price pald for each is still in the house. :

“Close by the house is an old cireular lce housc with conical roof,
one of the few such ice houses remaining on the Shore. '

nSeymour House has its share of legends. £ big black dog is said to

have appeared one night and badly frightened the women of the fam 11y,;.

bhe curreat name of Gthe nouse was derived.
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Prepared Dy Commander John . Uenshar
Consuliant il
February 1962,
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A, Guehera

L. Zfrchitecltural character. This is a good example of type
imown as YBig Room, Little Room, Colonnade, and Kiichen® with very
fine woodwork and hardware.

2. Condition of fabric: Good.

B. Technical Description of Exierior
1. Over-sil dimensions: Two stories; 102'-6" ¥ 20'.6,

2. Foundatlons: Brick, no basement.

3, weall construs tzon* on
wood 30103;
be  Openings.
_ a, Dogrs:  Double~lesved entfance ¢oors at boti cnds
of central hallvay of nain shruciure,
b. Windows: Mine over nine light sash in first floor

windows of main structure with six over nine light sash in second
floor windows, Vindows of remainder, six over six 1ight sash.
Hood, molded window sills on main portion of struecture

- 5. RHoof:

i1

a. Shepe, covering: Gsble roofs over each of the four
sections of the LOPplu&, now covered with asphalt shingles.

DL Cornlccj caves: - Simple, wood box cornice with
- decorative eave tefm¢nals. : L ' o
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6. Chimneys: Brick - 19 courses above ridge line with cor-
beled caps on both ends of main structure and located at gable ends
within the structure. Kitchen chimney outside of siructure.

C. Technicsal Description of Interior.

1. Floor plan: ligin structure has two rooms, on first and
second floors, separaued by a 10'-0% wide stair hall. Kitchen is
170-8% x 15'-3" . connected o main struciure by so-called colonnade
of two rooms, all on one floor level, Colonnade room nearest main
house section has arn arched plaster cedling.

2. &Gtairways: Only steirway is in main hallway with land-
ing. Floor height from first to second is 10f-0Y,

2. Flooring: Random width pine floors.
4, Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster walls and ceilings
with wood wainscoel in first flocor rooms and hall of main gection of

structure.

5. Doors: DPaneled doors.

6. Trim: Mantels in wain house are outstanding with elab- .
orate carving and marble surrounds sround fireplace openings.’ '

7. Hardware: Brass rim locks.

§. Lighting: House wired for electricity.
9. Heating: OSpace heaters now take the place of fireplaces, .
D. &ite

1. Genersl setiing and orientation: Within town of Accomac - -7
fronting closely on Highway #13. Yard at rear. Faces west northwest. R

2. Outbulldings: Ice house 17' in diameter din ground buxlt
of brick projecting 3' above grade and has conical, shlngled roof .

3. Landscaping: Nine squares of old boxwood also bnr1a1f ” :
plot. : . _

Prepared by Archie W.'Fraﬁ26n5,Architéé£}_ﬂ
Nationasl Peark Service S
Merch 1960, .




